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Alabama Cooperative Extension System  

Randolph County Extension Office  

1 Main Street South 

PO Box 227 

Wedowee, Alabama 36278 

Phone: 256-357-2841 

Fax: 256-357-2842 
www.aces.edu/Randolph 

Upcoming Classes & Events  

Date  Fee Class/Event Name  Location  Time  Contact  

First Fridays of  

Month 

FREE All Bugs Good & Bad  extension.org/

pages/72197  

2 pm  Dani Carroll, REA 

256-458-6043 

October 1 FREE Pink and Teal Luncheon Wedowee 11 am-1 pm Tiffany Moore, CEC 

256-357-2841 

October 6 & 8 $125 Serve Safe Classes ALFA Building 10 am-4 pm Patti West, REA 

334-844-8090 

October 10 Various 4-H Chick Chain Show 

& Auction 

Randolph Co. Ag 

Center 

10 am Rachel Snoddy, REA 

334-750-2017 

      

      

      

Must pre-register to attend classes. To register, please contact the Randolph County Extension Office at 256-357-2841 
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Chipmunks 
Andy Barilï Regional Extension Agent-Forestry, Wildlife, & Natural Resources 

 

Two years ago I wrote my first article for the Birmingham News about chipmunks.  While I do not like re-

peating articles for the newspaper, in the past two weeks, I have been overrun with people complaining about 

chipmunks!  So here goes, letôs talk about chipmunks. 

 

The Eastern chipmunk (Tamias striatus) is the smallest member of the ground-dwelling squirrels in Alabama.  

Chipmunks are members of the rodent family.  It is typically 5 ï 6ò long and weighs about 3 ounces.  It has 

two tan and five blackish longitudinal stripes on its back, and two tan and two brownish stripes on each side 

of its face.  The tail is 3 ï 4ò long and hairy, but it is not bushy. 

 

Eastern chipmunks typically inhabit mature woodlands and woodland edges, 

but they also inhabit areas in and around suburban and rural homes.  Chip-

munks are generally solitary except during courtship or when rearing young.  

Eastern chipmunks mate twice a year with a 31 day gestation.  Two to five 

pups are born around April and again in August.  The young are sexually 

mature in one year, and adults live up to three years.  The pups first appear 

above ground when they are 4 ï 6 weeks old and leave the burrow when 6 ï 

8 weeks old. 

 

They are most active during the early morning and late afternoon.  Their burrows are well hidden near objects 

like buildings, stumps, wood/rock piles, and shrubs.  The entrance is usually about 2ò in diameter with no vis-

ible sign of dirt.  The main tunnel is 20 to 30ô long, but a branching complex of tunnels forms off from the 

main tunnel.  The home range of a chipmunk may be up to İ acre, but the adult only defends a territory about 

50ô around the burrow entrance.  Normal population densities are typically 2 to 4 animals per acre, BUT when 

food sources are high, as many as 10 animals per acre are common.  This normally occurs in contact with 

kindhearted humans. 

 

In nature the diet of chipmunks consists primarily of grains, nuts, berries, seeds, fleshy roots, mushrooms, in-

sects, young birds/eggs and carrion.  While chipmunks are mainly ground-dwelling rodents, they regularly 

climb trees to flee predators and to gather nuts fruits, and seed.  The damage they inflict to humans is consid-

ered minor; mainly a nuisance.  However, around humans chipmunks eat the bird seed you set out in feeders, 

pet food on the porch, your lawn seed and flower bulbs recently planted, and the corn/peanuts/and sunflower 

seeds you set out on your patio to ñviewò them up close.  Chipmunks can become so used to human activity 

that they seem ñtameò and can be handled.  Please remember wild animals are wild, and rodents such as mice, 

rats, and hamsters are bred and kept as pets, but a chipmunk is considered a wild animal, and as such it should 

not be kept as a pet. (continued on page 5) 
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Pecan Production on a Small Scale 
Dr. Chip East, Regional Extension Agentï Commercial Horticulture 

We get many questions about pecan trees each year. It is a popular crop for many home producers and commercial farm-

ers as well. There are several pests that pecan trees can get including pecan scab, downy spot disease, fungal leaf scorch, 

pecan phylloxera, and black pecan aphids. These pests can greatly decrease the productivity of the tree. Producers with 

small plantings can not spray big pecan trees like the commercial growers.  However, proper management practices such 

as planting disease resistant trees, along with proper fertilization, will help your pecan production.   

 

Some of the recommended pecan trees that are scab resistant are hard to find at nurseries and may need to be ordered a 

year in advance. Some pecan scab resistant cultivars recommended for the home planting include Amling, Adams 5, 

Miss L, Prilop, Kanza, Headquaters, and Gafford. These pecan cultivars do not produce the largest pecans. It is difficult 

for homeowners to properly manage pest problems so that large pecans can fill out properly. Pecan nurseries and much 

more information on pecan trees are listed on the Alabama Pecan Growers Web site at www.alabamapecangrowers.com.        

 

Cross-pollination should be considered when planting pecan trees. A particular pecan cultivar does not receive pollen at 

the same time the tree sheds pollen. Generally, the more different cultivars (types) of trees in the planting, the greater the 

chance for cross-pollination.   

 

If you already have an established pecan orchard, fertilization is a great way to increase production. Of course a soil test 

is the best way to know for sure how much to fertilize your pecan trees. It would be much easier to tell someone what 

nutrients the crop needs if we begin by knowing what nutrients are already present. But if you have not had a soil test 

done, there are some general guidelines to follow for fertilizing your pecan trees. 

 

You should apply the following:  1 pound of 13-13-13 per tree per year of age up to 25 

pounds per tree.  Plus 1 pound of 34-0-0 per tree per year of age up to 20 pounds per tree. 

Plus 1/10 pound of zinc sulfate per tree per year of age up to 2 pounds per tree. Plus 5 

pounds of dolomitic limestone per tree per year age up to 100 pounds per tree.  

 

That may sound confusing. Basically, if your trees are more than 25 years old you need 25 

pounds of 13-13-13, 20 pounds of 34-0-0, 2 pounds of zinc, and 100 pounds of lime per year 

per tree.  

 

For large trees, apply all of the fertilizer in April.  For younger trees, apply all of the 13-13-13 fertilizer, lime, and zinc in 

April. Apply half the 34-0-0 in April and the remainder in June. 

 

The use of a mechanical spreader may help ensure an even application of the fertilizers.  Do not disturb the soil before 

applying the fertilizer. Spread it under and around the tree in an area twice the branch spread of the tree. The dolomite 

lime is the cheapest, but pelletized lime is easier to spread.   

 
Remember that many pecan trees tend to be alternate bearers. That means if they produce a heavy crop one year, they 

may produce a light crop the next year. A proper fertilization program is very important, but there are other things you 

can do to increase production.    

 

Overcrowding can be a problem. When the trees are close together and the limbs begin to overlap you may want to re-

move a few limbs. This will increase air circulation and sunlight in the canopy of the tree. If you are planting new trees 

the spacing should be about 60 feet apart.  
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Family Meals Bring Families Together 
Debra Ward, Regional Extension Agentï Family and Child Development  

Family meals help to build strong family bonds. You may think you donôt have time for family meals, but itôs 

worth the effort.  Children who see their parents eating healthy foods also eat healthy foods themselves.  Tod-

dlers who eat at least one meal a day with their family do better in school. 

 

*Make family meals a priority in your house. 

 

*Plan ahead-look at family schedules.  Find a time that works for everyone. 

 

*Let everyone know that the family will sit and eat together. 

*Avoid talking about problems. 

*Keep meals simple. Buy foods that are easy to prepare. 

*Have pleasant family conversations. Talk about fun things. 

*Ask your child about her day. Talk about future plans you have together. 

 

Let Children serve themselves. 

Three-year-olds can serve themselves most food without help. Letting your child serve herself helps her prac-

tice her coordination skills. It can also be a teachable moment for the child to decide and learn how much 

food to place on her plate. 

 

It is important to the family to find one time during the week when everyone can sit together. It may be a 

breakfast or a lunch time. Keep it simple, and keep it funéjust keep it! 

 

Remember meal time family time is a very vital time to spend together! 

 

Source: Just in Time Parenting 

http://www.alabamapecangrowers.com
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Beekeeping 101 

Dani Carroll, Regional Extension Agentï Home Grounds, Gardens, Pest 

'ÅÔ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ  "ÅÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ρπρ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ςπρφȦ   4ÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÂÅÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ËÅÅÐÓ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓȤ
ÉÎÇȢ  4ÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔ !ÌÁÂÁÍÁ "ÅÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÌÁÂÁÍÁ #ÏÏÐÅÒÁȤ
ÔÉÖÅ %ØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ 3ÙÓÔÅÍȢ  #ÅÒÔÉПÉÅÄ -ÁÓÔÅÒ "ÅÅËÅÅÐÅÒȟ $ÁÍÏÎ 7ÁÌÌÁÃÅȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓȢ   4ÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓȤ
ÒÏÏÍ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÂÕÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÌÁÙ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÁÒÅÁȢ  
 
  4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÅÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ "ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ "ÅÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÙÏÕÒ ПÉÒÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÒ ÓÏ ÏÆ ÂÅÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ 
ÏÆ  ÈÏ× ÂÅÅ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÅÓ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÏÏÄÅÎ×ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÇÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÂÕÙȟ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÂÕÉÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÂÅÅ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅÓȟ ÅÔÃȢ (ÅÌÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ×ÏÏÄÅÎ×ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÂÅÅÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÉÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÆÕÎȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÅÒÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÔÏ ÎÏ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏÎÅÙÂÅÅÓ Ȣ  "Ù ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ 
ÎÅ× ÂÅÅËÅÅÐÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÈÉÖÅÓȢ   
 
4ÈÅ ÐÒÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÉÓ Αυπ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËÓȢ  2ÉÇÈÔ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ 
ÃÌÁÓÓ ÉÓ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ  3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ςσÒÄȢ  ÆÒÏÍ ωȡππ ÔÏ σȡσπȢ  
$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÃÌÁÓÓȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ȡ 
  )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ (ÏÎÅÙÂÅÅÓ 
  Ȱ)Ó ÔÈÉÓ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÆÏÒ -Åȩȱ 
  (ÉÖÅ ,ÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
  %ÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 
  %ÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ 3ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ   
3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ σπÔÈ ÆÒÏÍ ωȡππ ÕÎÔÉÌ σȡσπȢ  4ÏÐÉÃÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȡ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅÓȟ ÐÅÓÔÓȟ ÐÏÌÌÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÈÏÎÅÙÂÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅȢ 
 
3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ φȟ ςπρυȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÌÁÂÁÍÁ "ÅÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ 3ÙÍÐÏÓÉÕÍ 
ÉÎ #ÌÁÎÔÏÎ ɉÁÌÌ ÄÁÙɊȢ  4ÈÅ ÆÅÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÙÍÐÏÓÉÕÍ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÆÅÅȢ  !Ô ÔÈÅ ÓÙÍÐÏÓÉÕÍȟ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄ ÈÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÐÉÃË ÔÈÅÍ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÐÁÙÉÎÇ ÓÈÉÐÐÉÎÇ 
ÆÅÅÓȢ  
 
3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρσȟ ςπρυȟ  - ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐȟ   ÄÏÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÇÅÁÒȟ  ÌÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÍÏËÅÒȟ  Á ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÏ Á ͼ6ÉÒÔÕÁÌ ÂÅÅ ÙÁÒÄͼ ɉÏÒ Á ÒÅÁÌ ÈÉÖÅ ÉÎÓÐÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÓ ÎÉÃÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈɊȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÅØÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎȢ 
 
! ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÌÁÔÅ -ÁÒÃÈ Ⱦ ÅÁÒÌÙ !ÐÒÉÌ  - ÐÁÃËÁÇÅ ÂÅÅ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
 
This class will give future beekeepers or those that a need a brush up a working knowledge of healthy hives 

with the opportunity to order the equipment and bees as well.      

 

This class is specifically taught in late winter so that interested beekeepers can obtain all the necessary 

knowledge and equipment to start this year.   If you have any questions, please email Dani at carrodl@ 

aces.edu .   Registration starts now! 
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Bred Heifer Sale 
Jack Tatum, Regional Extension Agent-Animal Science & Forages 

Even though we are going through warm temperatures, cold weather is not far before us. How do cattle react to cold 

weather? With cows, cattle and calves bringing excellent prices we cannot afford to let cold weather put any hurt on 

how cattle perform.  

 

Facts to remember 

Example 1 

Lower critical temperature for a brood cow is 32ÁF under dry conditions. For every degree that wind chill is below 

32ÁF a cows energy requirement increases by 1%.  

 Quick Math 

Critical temp-32ÁF 

Say wind chill is 25ÁF 

Magnitude of cold 

32ÁF-25ÁF =7Á 

Energy adjust above is 1% for each degree of difference.  

Needed energy supply of 7% increase is needed.  

 

Example 2 

Critical temperature for wet conditions for brood cow is 59ÁF 

Quick Math 

Control temperature is 59ÁF 

Say wind chill is 25Á 

Calculate cold- 59Á-25Á= 34ÁF 

Energy adjustment is 2% for each degree of adjustment  

A 68% increase in energy supply will be needed.  

 

How to overcome the large energy loss due to cold weather? 

Do not rapidly change a high energy (TON) diet quickly.  

Instead provide a small amount (0.3 to 0.5% of body weights) of digestible energy supplement (i.e. soyhulls, 

corn, etc. ) along with free choice hay during and after the cold event. Also feeding a supplemental en-

ergy source for 3-5 days after the cold weather can help overcome loss.  

 

If I can be of further help, please let me know.  

 

A large weed-free/grass-free zone of about a 10 foot radius or more around the trunk is desirable. Mulching the trees in 

that weed-free zone will also help. It may be hard for a small grower to irrigate, but irrigation during any dry periods 

and especially during the months of August and September would be beneficial. 

 

We usually teach a hands-on grafting class each April. Some pecan cultivars or types are hard to find and grafting your 

own trees is the only way of getting the cultivar of pecan you desire. If you have questions about pecans or any other 

horticulture topic, just give us a call here at the Extension office. 

Pecan Production on a Small Scale (continued from page 2) 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=beekeeper&view=detailv2&&id=CB3323642116DEFBA6BE79F08E7F2847A2DFF8DF&selectedIndex=16&ccid=Mqy3ZxOq&simid=608037408396478990&thid=JN.1%2bwaGginZCkzPXjT4LVZXQ
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Soybean Diseases 
Stem canker is showing up in several areas of the state.  Stem Canker is an above ground stem disease.  It is 

believed to be spread by means of infected seeds or contaminated equipment.  Once the disease is introduced 

to the area, it spreads from field to field on farm equipment and windblown rain. 

The first noticeable signs of stem canker occur on soybeans during pod fill.  The main stem of the infected 

plant usually has large, reddish brown lesion located at the base of a petiole or lower node.  The leaves exhibit 

a distinct yellowing and later browning between veins. 

 

 

                
 

 

Practices to Help Control Stem Canker 

 Avoid replanting in infested field.  Plant a no host (non-leguminous crop) for at least 2 years. 

Treat seeds with Vitavax or similar fungicide that contains carboxin and thiram. 

Research at Auburn indicates late maturing cultivars suffer little injury when planted on or after June 15th 

in field infested with Stem Canker. 

If beans must be replanted in Stem Canker field the following year, plant a cultivar that has shown some 

resistance to the disease. 

 

Serious outbreaks of stem canker depend on the widespread infection of plants in the early stages of vegetative 

plant development (V1 to V7). Infection is favored during extended periods (24 to 96 hours) of moderate tem-

peratures (72Á to 86Á F) and wet weather. The most critical time is the V3 stage, the stage at which three nodes 

are present on the main stems of plants. When young plants are infected, some will die rather quickly. The 

bulk of infected plants, however, will survive the infection and become symptomless. Then, as plants enter the 

mid pod fill stages of plant development, cankers begin to form and the disease progresses until plants are 

killed.  A fungicide spray is not recommended for control of Stem Canker. 

 

Crops News and Update 
Christy Hicks, Regional Extension Agentï Agronomic Crops 

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A&M University and Auburn University) is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 

www.aces.edu 
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http://www.lsuagcenter.com/mcms/webtools/image.aspx?Watermark=ZABlAGYAYQB1AGwAdAA=&ResourcePath=/NR/rdonlyres/03E861EF-7D2F-4C4A-8C88-278BBAA94FEF/91755/stemcanker.jpg
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4-H Chick Chain  
Rachel Snoddy. 4-H Foundation Agentï Chambers & Randolph Counties 
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Crops News and Update continued from page 4  

Sudden Death Syndrome 

Unlike Stem Canker, SDS is a soil borne disease not transmitted through seed.  Early symptoms at the R3 

and later growth stages, if present, appear as yellow spots on the upper leaves between the veins. These 

spots gradually enlarge and develop a brown necrotic (dead) center. They continue to enlarge until all of the 

interveinal tissues are killed, leaving a green vein pattern on the leaf.  Flower and pod abortion is common 

with SDS. Infected plants generally set some pods on the lower stem area and abort the majority of their 

flowers. 

 A diagnostic feature of SDS is found by splitting the stem lengthwise and examining the pith. The central 

pith should be white with no discoloration or decay. A slight browning of the vascular system just outside 

the pith area is often seen on the lower stem and root. The discoloration of the vascular system will not ex-

tend more than an inch or two above the soil line.  

 

Insects 

Loopers are increasing in soybeans.  Threshold for loopers is 20% defoliation.   Kudzu bugs have been 

found in many fields but have been below threshold of 10 per sweep. 

 

Cotton Insects 

July had very low stink bug populations.  Later fields with soft bolls; less than 25 days old should still be 

scouted for stink bugs.  We need to scout for spider mites now, especially if weather conditions remain hot 

and dry.   

The best way to observe these cute animals from a distance is to force them to live wild.  There is enough 

food in nature to supply a regular 2 ï 4 animal per acre population.  Do not feed them!  Avoid the urge to put 

out seed on the patio just for the chipmunks and squirrels.  Think about this; your food is boosting the popu-

lation so you can view/play with the animals ï while your neighbor is setting traps to lower the population.  

If you have outside animals feed them twice a day, morning and evening, and take up the food before you 

leave for work or before nightfall.  Also, if you have bird feeders begin to replace them with squirrel resistant 

feeders.  Metal feeders cannot be gnawed open and have closing doors when an animal heavier than a bird 

sits on the perch.  Flower beds can be covered with a ı inch hardware cloth to protect flower bulbs and 

seeds.  This hardware cloth can also be used to close up openings around the house.  Finally if worse comes 

to worse, lethal methods of removal may be used.  Live animal traps, sticky boards, and the old fashion rat 

trap are very effective; however, with the live animal trap Alabama law says you cannot move the animal to 

another location, so. . .  Also remember chipmunks are a lower part of the food web.  Bobcats, coyotes, 

snakes, hawks, owls, and the domestic dog and cat catch and eat chipmunks. 

 

In closing, chipmunks are here to stay.  They are a beautiful part of our Alabama ecosystem.  Letôs enjoy 

their presence on our properties, but from a distance.  Blessings. 

Garden Talk is written by Andrew J. Baril of the Alabama Cooperative Extension System, C. Beaty Hanna Horticul-

ture & Environmental Center, which is based at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens.  This column includes research -

based information from land -grant universities around the country, including Alabama A&M University and Au-

burn University.  Email questions to Andy at  ajb0012@auburn.edu , or call 205 879-6964.  

Chipmunks...continued from page 1 

mailto:ajb0012@auburn.edu
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Serve Safe Classes Coming Soon  
Patti West, Regional Extension Agent-Food Safety, Preparation, & Preservation  
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